Resistance of the rat to reinfection with Fasciola hepatica and the possible involvement of intestinal eosinophil leucocytes.
Rats infected three weeks previously with 30 Fasciola hepatica cysts were shown to be highly resistant to oral reinfection, as measured by the recovery of immature flukes from the peritoneal cavity 48 h after challenge and confirmed by liver recoveries three weeks after challenge. Eosinophils were prevalent in the lamina propria of the small intestine three weeks after primary infection and increased markedly after challenge.